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Eastern Connecticut photographer Stan 

Malcolm focuses on the natural world. He finds 

the extraordinary in objects and places we often 

overlook.  An entomologist by training, Stan's 

photos have earned many juried awards and 

been published in newspapers, textbooks, and 

scientific publications. 





My Great 
DǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ 

My 
DǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 
Photos 



ÁStanMalcolmPhoto.com 



Cameras, Conditions, Composition, Technical stuff, Editingé 

éand your little dog too. 



ÁάbƛŎŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜΦ ¸ƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎŀƳŜǊŀΗέ 



SX50-IS 

EOS 7D 

EOS 5D MkII 
APS-C Sensor 

Multiple Lenses 

2x3 Aspect Ratio 

HD Video 

Full Frame Sensor 

Multiple Lenses 

2x3 Aspect Ratio 

HD Video 

Small Sensor 

Fixed Lens 

50x Optical Zoom 

24-1200mm 

3x4 Aspect Ratio 

HD Video 



ÁAspect Ratios: 3x4 or 2x3 
ÁSensor Size: 
ÁMegapixels: Twice as many 

 ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘǿƛŎŜ ŀǎ ǎƘŀǊǇ 

ÁOptical versus Digital Zoom 
ÁOne lens versus several?  Fixed versus Zoom? 
ÁCamera Bag 
ÁTripod:  

ÁSturdy; Quick Release; Allow Low & High shots 



ÁForget built-ƛƴ ŦƭŀǎƘ ǳƴƭŜǎǎΧ 
ÁOn-camera versus off-camera 
ÁBounce and reflectors 
ÁTelephoto flash 
ÁMacro flash 



ÁTime of Day 
ÁBacklighting: 

 
 
ÁCloudy versus Sunny 
ÁWind: The Enemy! 
ÁPatience and Persistence 

ÁDigital Pictures are Free!  Take Plenty. 

ÁDelete the Junk! 



ÁFraming: Rule of Nines 



ÁFraming: Rule of Nines 
ÁRules are Meant to be Broken 



Á5ǊŀǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜΧ 



Á²ƘƛŎƘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǇǊŜŦŜǊΧ ŀƴŘ ǿƘȅΚ 



ÁAspect Ratios ς from the camera 

2x3 3x4 

Panorama 
άǎǘƛǘŎƘŜŘέ 



ÁSometimes less is more 



ÁFigure and Ground 



ÁHorizons 



Ábƻ άIŀƴŘ ƻŦ aŀƴέΚ  όb9///ύ 

ÁContrails 

ÁCars, roads or paths, power lines, signage 

ÁBuildings, bird feeders 

ÁPeople, pets, domestic animals 

ÁStone walls or fences 

ÁShadows of those things 



ÁA Balancing Act: 

ISO Setting 
Shutter Speed 

Aperture 

Ambient Light 



ÁLIGHT ς versus Aperture, Speed, ISO: 



ÁISO Setting:  

ÁSensitivity to light: standards set by the International 
Organization for Standardization 

Á100 to 1600 common; Higher on new/upscale cameras 



ÁISO Setting:  

Áмлл Ґ [ƻǿ ǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾƛǘȅΤ ōǳǘ ŦƛƴŜ ƎǊŀƛƴ όƭƻǿ άƴƻƛǎŜέύ 

Á1000 = High sensitivity; Grrrain! 

ISO 100 ISO 1000 



ÁShutter Speed: 

ÁLow: under 1/60th 
- risk blur; deep. 
- Tripod 
- Pan 

ÁHigh: over 1/250th 
- sharp; shallow. 
- movement: 
  birds, sports, etc 



ÁSometimes you want motion blur: 

ÁLow speed: 1/10th to 1 second 

ÁTripod essential 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ÁNeutral Density 
Filter? 



ÁAperture: 

Áf/16 ς small aperture, 
deep depth of field 
(background in focus) 

Áf/2 ς large aperture, 
shallow depth of field 
(background blurred) 

Diagram from SpokenFor-Photography: http://blog.spokenfor.com/2009/10/photography-101-aperture-shutter-speed.html 



ÁDepth of Field 



ÁMacro Photography 



ÁSoftware 



ÁSoftware ς Non-ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛǾŜ άwŜŎƛǇŜέ ŜŘƛǘƛƴƎ 



ÁSoftware ς ά/ƻƴǘŜƴǘ-ŀǿŀǊŜ Cƛƭƭέ 

Photo credit: Mary Goehring 



ÁCropping: 



ÁWhy Crop?: 

ÁAesthetics 
 
 

ÁPrint Aspect Ratios:  
     4x6           5x7          8x10        11x14        12x18 



ÁResizing:  Print versus Screen versus Thumbnail 



ÁBrightness 
ÁContrast 
ÁGamma = Brightness and Contrast correction 

Decreased Gamma 

Increased Gamma 

Original 



Áά/ƻƭƻǊ ¢ŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜέ ŀƴŘ ²ƘƛǘŜ .ŀƭŀƴŎŜ 

Cool 

Warm 



ÁSaturation 

Original 



ÁSharpening 
(Be subtle.) 

Watch out for noise. 



ÁSharpening 



ÁHD Video 
ÁTime-Lapse 
Á3D Stereopticon 
ÁLightning 
ÁHigh Dynamic 

Range (HDR) 
ÁFocus Stacking 
ÁPanoramas 
ÁInfrared 



ÁFocus Stacking ς ά¢ƘŜ Macropodέ 

 

Website:  

http://macroscopicsolutions.com/ 

Flickr:  

https://www.flickr.com/groups/2411266@N25/pool/107963674@N07 



Judges at Audubon: 
 
Á Typically three, all with different backgrounds . 
Á Judging is subjective.   

Biases are inevitable, but most we are aware of and try to minimize.   
[ƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƧǳŘƎŜǎ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǳǎ ǎŜŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘƭȅΥ Ϧ!Ƙ IŀΗ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎά 
 

Process:  
 

Á Disperse and view pictures individually. 
Á Take notes. 
Á Gather to discuss shared and unique favorites; plusses and minuses. 
Á Come to consensus. 

 



My approach as I wander around, looking at photos class by class: 
 

Á Some pictures just POP!  Any number of reasons.  They tend to get the first, 
closest attention, but "shy" photos get a close look too. 
 

Á For myself, I informally consider three aspects of each picture - can be plusses or 
minuses: 

Á Composition (E.g., "Rule" of Nines, leading the eye, appropriate 
framing/cropping, etc.) 

Á Technical aspects (E.g., focus, depth of field, motion blur, color, contrast, etc.) 

Á Subject Matter (E.g., does the photo tell a "story" or create an emotion, does 
the photo present the subject in an innovative way, was the subject rare or 
otherwise hard to get, or does the photo stand out in some other way?) 

 



Tips for Entrants: 
 

Á READ THE RULES and adhere to them: Maximum dimensions, Classes, 
Eligibility, etc.   

Á HINT: Some classes get few entries; at Audubon, birds get a lot! 
Á Medium to large pictures stand out, compared to "little gems". 
Á Choice of mats and frames matters.  If you don't have a good eye for such 

things (I don't), keep it simple: neutral colors.  Mats in white, eggshell, or 
light gray, for example.  Mat size proportional  to picture.  Canvas wraps 
can be tricky to get right.  Ditto prints on metal or glass. 

Á Make adjustments in software.  Doesn't have to be Photoshop or 
Lightroom.  (But note steep discounts on those if you have a student or 
teacher ID.)  Shooting in "RAW" format allows a much greater range of 
adjustments, but not all cameras or software can handle RAW. 

 



Tips for Entrants: 
 

Á Think about light before you go out to shoot.  Overcast often better than 
sun.  Early and late better than mid day.  Where will the sun be relative to 
ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ǎƘƻƻǘƛƴƎΚ 

Á Learn by looking at lots of other people's photos.  I recommend Photo.net 
(http://photo.net/gallery/) where you can see an ever expanding 
collection arranged by subjects, post your own photos and ask for 
critiques, read articles, etc. 

Á I also highly recommend courses from CreativeLive 
(https://www.creativelive.com/)  The deal is you can attend "live" for free 
on their schedule or purchase courses to view whenever you wish.  Prices 
are reasonable and courses you buy come with nice supplementary 
materials. 

 



The Air Line was once a railroad renowned for its relatively 
straight course from Boston to New York - "as if by a line 
drawn through the air." You can still find lumps of coal left 
over from the steam era. Today the rail bed has been 
converted to a Connecticut linear park and hiking trail. 
 



Áwww.performance-vision.com/airline/ 

ÁOver 17,000 photos taken in all seasons 
ÁPlants, Animals, Landscapes ς everything 
ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭ - identified 





Currently, 22.95 miles from East Hampton through Lebanon, plus 
a 3.6 mile spur to Colchester, plus portions of Windham and 
further east (e.g., Goodwin State Forest). 
 
To downtown Willimantic and link to 
Hop River Trail opened Spring 2016. 
 
Spring 2017 portions opened from 
East Hampton west to Portland. 
 



LǘΩǎ ŀ volume operation! 
 



ÁPhotography, fishing, hunting access, camping? 
ÁNo waterfowl hunting from the trail ōǳǘΧ 
 

 



Á No Child Left Inside 
ÁTrail Day 
ÁThe Ghost Run 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ÁNo interpretive signs 
ÁFew guided events 
 



Trail and parking good; environment not so much: 
 
Invasives ς some transported by humans 
Phragmites, etc. in marsh 
Birds fewer, e.g., waterfowl 
 
 



άbŀǘǳǊŜέ ŦƻǊ ǘǊŀƛƭ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ 
is not very natural, but 
Ƴƻǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘΦ 
 
Still, lots of exciting things 
to see, large and small, 
through the seasons 
 



Sad state of nature knowledge 
 
 

Great Blue Herring 



ά!ƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ !ƛǊ [ƛƴŜΧέ ŎƻƳǇǊŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƛƳŜΤ ŀŎŎŜƴǘǎ άǿƛƭŘέ ōȅ 
omitting signs of man (or man, for that matter). 
 



Main Street Pizza 

Poôs Rice and Spice 













Brownstone, Dated 1887. 

 

Each stone in the arch is 

numbered, suggesting 

that some portions were 

pre-cut before on-site 

assembly. 









Demolished, January 2013 







Around Halloween, the trail 

hosts the Ghost Run half 

marathon, named in honor 

of the Ghost Train which 

ran white coaches through 

the night over 100 years 

ago. 




